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An Hiftorical Account of the Progrefs of the Excifee 


HE excife had its origin in the eaftern part of the world, 
where the rights of hamanity are with facility trampled 
upon, and the toft perfeétly abfolute monarchies are to be 
found. ‘This mode of collecting taxes on the home confump- 
tion, was firft introduced by the Roman Emperors, when excefe 
five prodigality had given birth toexceflive rapacity, after thede- 
cline of virtueand theoverthrow of the republic. Notwithftanding, 
however, their numerous armies, the defpotifm of their govern 
ment, and the teady acquiefcence of their fubjects in flavery, 
fuch were the univerfality and frequency of the complaints of 
the latter, on account of the galling preffure of the excife, that 
different Emperors at different times were obliged to promulgate 
edifls for a great decreafe of it. , 

In modern times it was alfo in Italy, that it wad firft adopted 3 
where Princes, poffefling {mall territories, by means of it grati- 
fied their ambition and avarice, and at the fafhe time moulded 
their governments into firmer and more complete tyrannies. 
Its accumulated oppreffions have there, however, long fince been 
reduced within narrow limits ;-as they were found conftantly 
produdtive of poverty, depopulation, and rebellion, ‘Thus it 
was the abhorrence of a new excife, that, in 1434, occafioned 
the laft revolt of any importance, that has happened at Rome. 
Pope Eugenius IV. was befieged in confequence of it in his 
VoL. XV. 383. 3? palace 5 























482 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER; 


palace ; and after having efcaped from thence, he continued in 

exile about five months, during which time the territories of 
the Romith fee had been formed into a republic. But a power 
ful army being affembled to bring about the reftoration of the 
pontiff, the inhabitants of Rome were obliged to receive him’ 
again within their walls, As he knew, however, that the 
abolition of the newly impofed excife muf be the price of their 
loyalty, he granted it without delay, It was alfo by means of 
the excife, that near the clofe of the fifteenth century, Ferdi- 
nand, King of Naples, and Ledowick Sforza, Duke of Milan, 
were enabled to heap up prodigious treafures ; and’ it was in 

confequence of thefe nefarious exactions, that an almoft univer- 
fal defetion of their faubje&ls enfued, and thofe that remained 

were fo highly provoked, that the French, when they attacked 
the dominions of thofe two tyrants, obtained fecure poffeflion of 
them with the utmoft eafe. The excife was likewife the caufe 
of the famous Neapolitan infurrection, which was conduéted by 
Mafaniello about the middle of the feventeenth centary, when 

Naples was under the Spanifh Government; and which occa- 
fioned another French invafion under the Duke of Guife, 

In Spain, indeed, the excife, under the name of Alcabala, 
had: been fome time before imported and eftablifhed. The 
pretext, that had here been employed, was the extreme neceffity 
of defraying the expences of the wars of Granada againit the 
Moors. -But when thele wars were terminated, the excife was 
notwithftanding flill leviec. It was, however, afterwards abo- 
lithed by the authority of that accomplithed fatefman, Cardinal 
Ximenes, 

In France the exeife began to be practifed during the tumalet 
of a civil war, Bat in ilrat country, as well as in Holland, the 
Excife officers are not entrufted with the power of fearching or 
of entering boufes. Asit wasin France not only a prelude to 
arbitrary power, but alfo a principal caufe of its eftablifhment, 
if a civil war between the people and the fovereign fhould now 
fpread devattation and carnage there, it will in no fall degree 
be primarily owing to the fuccefsful fpread of the Excife .in 
former ages, and to the baneful effects it confequently produced 
in that monarchy, 

Since it obtained footing at a much later period in England, 
and fince it has been almoit conitantly oppofed in every flage of 
its advancement by all true patriots, it has not yet brought 
about the fame fatal alteration in our government, which it was 
jnitrumental in effecting in France, and of which it is the nae 
tural forerunner and frightful attendant, 
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It was Charles I, who, foon after the commencement of his 
reign, in the year 1626, at the inftigation of the Doke of 
Buckingham and other evil counfellors, firft endeavoured to in- 
trodace the excife into England, amidft fimilar attempts des 
ftructive of the liberties of his fubjeéts. As he knew that the 
Parliament had too much wifdom, and too much honefty, to 
faffer this, he iffued a commiffion for it to 33 Lords and others 
of the Privy Council, and determined to ‘apport it by an army 
of German mercenaries. An hundred thoufand pounds were 
a@tually fent abroad for this purpofe ; bot the Parliament, ob- 
taining timely information of it, defeated his defigns. The 
Houfes both of Lords and Commons, without a fingle diffenting 
voice, declared the fcheme for the introduction of excife to be 
againft law ; and the King accordingly agreed to a total dere~ 
ition of it, though with great anwillingnefs, That great 
lawyer, Sir Edward Coke, rendered himfelf particularly con- 
{picuous on this occafion, by expatiating on its illegality and 
dangerous confequences, and by fhewing, that fome exemplary 
punithment ought to be inflifted on the projector of the fcheme, 
if he could be difcovered. And to effectuate this, it was ree 
folved both by Lords and Commons, that ingairy fhould be 
made after him ; and a motion relative to this was prefented by 
the Lords to the King. 

But the Parliament, during the confufion of the civil war 
in 1643, unhappily introdaced the excife into the kingdom. 
Thofe aifo of the Lords and Commons, who had feceded from 
the Parliament of Weflminfter, and had avowed themfelves 
partizans of the King, a very thort time after, impofed the ex- 
cife in his behalf, and levied it in thofe parts of England, 
where his aathority was acknowledged. Though the great bod 
of the people, who fupported the Parliament againtt Charles F, 
were willing to be heavily taxed in this doubtful and important 
crifis of the conteft, when the arms of the royalifts were vic- 
forious ; though this innovation was appointed by them with 
great and fincere regret, after they had in vain tried feveral 
other methods of paying the army ; and though it was excufed 
by the plaufible plea of abfolute neceflity, and by feveral other 
reafons, that were only of force, when applied to the peculiar 
fituation of their affairs; yet a part of the nation were fo well 
apprifed of fome cf the mighty evils, which originate from the 
excife, that oa account of it different infurrections were raifed. 
In 1645 the people, fired with indignation, barat to the ground 
the excife-houfe io Smithfield ; and fome time afterwards pe- 
titions againit the excife from traders of various deferiptions 


wese laid before the Houfe of Commons, 
3P2 The 

















484 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The excife as it had been one of the favourite fchemes of 
CharlesI. was alfo fondly adopted, and fleadily fupported, ia 
defiance of great and repeated oppofition, by his fons Charles II. 
and James II. Accordingly, the Court, in re-eftablihing and 
promoting it, pradtifed a variety of the moft thamefol and ille- 
gal arts; and that Parliament in the reign of Charles II. by 
which the excife was eftablifhed, was branced with the oppro- 
brious epithet of the Penfionary Parliament. 

It was during the feafon of fervility and holiday congratu- 
lations that James I[. immediately after his elevation to the 
throne, found means to obtain from a high tory Parliament, 
the excife bill on tobacco and fugar by the important pro. 
gnifes that he made to them, which at the fame time were molli« 
fying and conciliatory, fallacious and infincere. 

Though this bill was repealed in the reign of William IIT. 
yet the excife was ftill continued on other commodities, and a 
defign was formed, on the commencement of a war with France, 
for effe€ting a very great extenfion of it. This was, however, 
fruftrated. Thofe fine geniuffes and illufrious patriots, Joha 
Locke and Lord Somers, made againft it fuch a {pirited and 
vigorous oppolition, as reflefted additional. Juftre on their cha- 
racters, 

Many years after this, when, in 1733, Sir R. Walpole pro- 
pofed his excife tobacco bill, he excited, on account of it, a gee 
neral deteftation. In this period of national commotion, moft of 
the counties and boroughs in England tran{miited, to their ree 
prefentatives, theirs reafons for recommending tothem to oppofe 

the excife {cheme., Multitudes, roufed by danger, and animated 
by the love of their country, flocked to the metropolis from 
different parts of the country. All the avenues to the Houle 
of Commons refounded with the honeft complaints of otended 
citizens. Within doors it occafioned two very long and very 
warm debates; and one of the wifelt men there prefent des 
clared, that it was demonfirable, that the bill, fhould it pate, 
would deitroy the conftitution. Some of the members, who 
had voted for the excife tobacco bill, were very roughly treated 
by the people. With regard to Sir Robert Walpole, he was 
not only burnt in effigy in confeqaence of his tobacco bill, in all 
me of the kingdom, but he became alfo ferioufly alarmed for 

is perfonal fatety ; and fo violent an attack was actually made 

on bim, as he walked through the Court of Requells, in bis 
pallage from the Houle of Commons to his coach, a3. mighe 
ave been fatal to him, had he aot been defended by his 


friends, 
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Thovgh a. venal majority caufed the bill to have a firft read~ 
ing, yet it never was read a fecoad time; for it was thought an 
experiment too dangerous to be made, fince already it had almoit 
brought on arebellion. This important national deliverance 
was immediately celebrated in every corner of the kingdom, 
by illaminations, and the moft loud and unequivocal demon-~ 
firations of public joy, And it was afterwards declared ia both 
Hoofes of Parliament, that fuch was the weaknefs or the wick- 
edaefs of the excife bill on tobacco, that of itfelf it was a faf- 
ficient caofe for Sir Robert Walpole’s being deprived of his 
high offices, and removed from the councils of the King for 
ever, 

A confiderable time after this rath and fruitlefs effort in favour 
of the excife, the wine-merchants were marked out as its victims, 
when Mr. Pelham was premier ; but the propofal was treaied 
in the manner it deferved, and rejected by him. 

Early in the prefent reign, the people of England were, 
however, again fo highly incenfed at an attempt to wre‘t from 
them their privileges, and to load them with a new excife, that, 
immediately after a bill to excife cyder and perry had been 
brought forward by Lord Bute, and had paffed intoa law, 
they drove him, though overwhelmed with royal careffes, and 
diftinguithed by royal approbation, from the elevated helm of 
national authority, Previoufly to this, the city of London, 
whilft the bill was depending, petitioned each branch of the 
Jegiflature, that ic might not pafs. In the Hoafe of Lords, 
where a divifion upon a money bill had never before been 
known to take place, 49 Peers divided againft it ; and two very 
manly and high-fpirited protelts were alfo entered againit this 
viglent ftretch of minifterial power. And fome time attere 
wards, the complaints of the people were fufficieatly loud and 
authoritative to occafion its repeal. 

Some years after Lord Bute’s criminal excife project, an ex- 
tenfion of this bane .to fociety was ftrongly recommended to 
Mr. G. Grenville, when he was at the head of adminiftration ; 
but he declared, that the mea(ure was totally inadmiffible under 
any minifter, who had a value for the intereits of Great Britain, 
and a refpect for the ineitimable blefli.gs of liberty. 

(This hiftory ofthe progrefsof the excife being almoft brought 
down to the prefent period is here clofed, as the extenfions ot it 
which have taken place fince are too recent to need a recital ; 
and fhould excite an ardent with that fome mode of colle¢ting 
the revenue may be adopted which is lefs oppreflive to the iub= 


ject, ana better calculated to prevent that horrid inundatioa of 
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oaths by which every part of it is furrounded, which are cer 
taialy highly criminal, and too frequently occafion perjary.] 





Ar ANECOD OT E. 


HILIP Il. King of Spain, finding fault with one of his 
Ambaffadors for having neglected a bufinefs of great im 
‘portance in Italy, becaufe he could not agree with the French 
Ambaffador, faid to him, ‘* How, have you neglected a bufinefs 
of importance for a ceremony !”—To which the Ambaffador 
boldly replied, ** How, for a ceremony ! your Majefty’s felf is 
but a ceremony.” 





Feurnal of the Proceedings on Board bis Majefty’s Shi; 

the Guardian, Lieutenant Riou, Commander, from the 
22d of December 1789, to the 26th of the fame Month, 
when Mr. Clements, and Fourteen more of the Ship’s 
Company, deft the Ship, in the lat. of 44 South, and 
dong. 42, 20 Eaft of Greenwich ; together with the fub- 
Sequent proceedings of the Officers and Seamen after they 
took to the Launch, until the 3d of January +790. when 
they were taken up bythe Vifcounte/s de Bantannie, a 
French Merchantman, commanded by Captain Doree, in 
the latitude of 32,50 South, about 87 Leagues Eaft of 
Point Natal, on the Eaf Coaft of Africa, and landed on 
the 19th of the faid Month at the Cape of Good Hope. 


(Continued from Page 467.) 


Decembir 25, 1789. 


T fill continzed to blow a flrong gale of wind with very 
cloudy weather, and frequent fhowers of hail and rain, the 
fearunning extremely high, often treaking over the thip with 
great violence. Between one and three o’clock P. M. the 
fecond fothering was got under the fhip’s bottom, About this 
time feveral of the crew became almoft unable to perform any 
duty, from their limbs being benumbed by the frequent tran 
fition from the heat of labour, and having refted in wet clothes. 
The weather was likewife uncommonly piercing, At foor 
P. M. the water again gained on us, when Mr, Clements went 
down by the way of the rudder into the gun-rcom, from thence 
} inte 
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into the bread and fpirit rooms to endeavour to difcover the 
leak, but without effect. It was then thought fit ta endeavour 
to feuttle the deck clofe aft, which, being out of the roll of the 
water, would enable as to get up and heave overboard fome 
more of the cargo. 

Accordingly the Captain, the Chaplain, the Purfer, and two 
men were employed in this bufinefs, but unfortunately endea- 
vouring to heave upa cafk, it fell back on the Captain, and 
bruifed his hand ia fo fhocking a manner, as to difable him 
from giving any further affitance. This endeavour was then 
given up, and all hands were again fet to the pumps, where 
the prefence of the officers was indifpemfable, to encourage and 
keep the men at their work. 

At five o’clock the waterencreafed to four feet, and at mide 
night to four feet and ahalf. At this time the ftarboard pump 
became difabled from the wrench breaking, and the leak from 
that time gained on us very faft. 

The people, however, continued to ufe their utmof endea- 
vours at the pumps, and fhewed the greateft refpe&t for and con~ 
fidence in their officers, who attended clofely to give them 
every affiftance and encouragement. At four A. M. the water 
was reported to have encreafed to fix feet, and at fix to feven 
feet. About this time, the people began to break off occafi- 
onally from the pumps, and to fecrete themfelves away from the 
officers, who had fome difficulty in finding them out, and could 
only then obtain their return to duty by threatening, that if 
they attempted to deny their affiftance, to have them feized on 
by the reft of the crew, and thrown overboard. During the 
night, the fore and main topfail were fhivered to pieces by the 
violence of the wind, and the fhip was lett at the entire mercy 
of a moft tremendous fea, the dreadful profpect being ren» 
dered ftill more difmal by the thick black formy clouds, which 
appeared as if collected to hide our misfortunes from the come 
paffionate eye of Providence. 

The people till now had been kept unacquainted with the 
true ftate of the fhip, which had hitherto beea reported as 
favourable as poffible, when a little after fix o’clock, one of the 
carpenters who was ftationed to found the well, came ap, and 
reported that the water was as high as the hallop deck, and 
gaining above a foot every half hour, ‘The officers could not 
poflibly over-rule the troth of this report, and many of the 
people, who werereally unable to bear the ¢xceflive fatigue of 
watching and labour any longer, immediately defponded, and 
gave themfelves up to perifh with the fhip. A few of the more 
profligate efcaped the atmoft vigilance, and fecreted themfelves 
below, 
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below, where they got intoxicated with liquor, and became in- 
fenfible oi their danger. A part of thofe who had got alittle 
ftrength left, feeing that their utmoft efforts to fave the fhip 
were in vain, applied to the officers for the boats, which were 
promifed to be got in readinefs for them, and the boatfwain 
was dire&tly ordered to put the mafts, fails, and compafs into 
each. The cooper was alfo fetto work to fill a few quarter 
calks of water out of fome of the butts on deck, and provilions 
andather receflaries were got up from the hold. While thefe 
preparations were making, all hands were once more called te 
exdeavour to fave the fhip from finking. 

Mr. Clements and one watch were accordingly employed ia 
hoifting up and heaving overboard from abaft, whatever they 
could come at, and the other in working the pumps. Mr. 
Riou was employed occafionally every where, encouraging and 
animating the people as much as poffible, for whofe fafety he 
fhewed a concern that did him A higheft honour. Many 
hours previous to this, he had privately declared to his officers, 
that he faw the final lofs of the thip inevitable, and could not 
help regretting the lofs of fo many brave fellows.—** As for 
me, faid he, I have determined to remain in the thip, and fhhall 
endeavour to make my prefence ufeful as long as there is any 
eccafion for it.” 

He was entreated, and even fopplicated to give up this fatal 
refolution, and try for fafety in the boats. It was even hinted 
tohim how highly criminal it wasto perfevere in fach a de- 
termination ; but be was not to be moved by any entreaties. 
«* If Iwas tobe faved, and any of the crew loit, fayshe, I 
fhcould be for ever miferable. As Commander, I confider it in 
the firft place my duty to lock to the fafety of my people, and 
then comes the confideration of my own, I will do my endea- 
vours to eflect them both, although I fear the impoffibility. 
My opinion is fixed, and I hope none of my friends wil] again 
agitate my mind on the occafion.” 

The Captain continued till the laft to exert his authority, and 
was in general artended to. He was as active ia providing for 
the fafety of the boats, as if he intentded to take the oppare 
tunity of providing for his own efcape. He was throughout 
as calm end collefted asin the happier moments of his life, and 
was evidently refigned to his fate. He at all times during his 
command fhewed himfclf a diligent, careful, and ative officer, 
and proved by his care of the young perfons placed under him, 
that he had the greateit regard for his Majeily’s tervice. In 
his difcipline of the fhip itis worthy to be remarked, that in 
order the-convidls might not conveive a wrong notion of tneit 
fituation, 
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fituation, or defire of providence what was forbidden by laws 
he ordered the chaplain to leave out that part of the prayer 
in the public worthip at fea for their fafe return home, 

Bur ta retarn wo the fad conclufion of the narrative relative to 
the thip :—At feven o’clock the had fettled confiderably abaft, 
and the water was coming in at the rudder cafe in great quan 
tities. At about half patt feven o’clock, the quantity of water 
in the hold abliged the people to break off from below, and 
come upon deck ; the fhip. was foon after found to be in a fink« 
ing ftate, and entirely given over for loft. At this time the 
water within board was nearly as.high as the lover gun deck, 
and the thip fettling bodily down, it was therefore almoft im- 
mediately agreed upon to have retourfe to the boats. While 
engaged in confultation on this melancholy bufinefs, Mr. Rio 
teok a fheet of paper, and wrote a letter on his Majelty’s 
fervice, to the Admiralty, which he delivered to Mr. Clements. 

He then ordered him to get the boats hoilted out, and to 
endeavour to give as many a chance of fatety as he coald wita 
propriety. Allthe people who were able to affitt ia the bufinefs 
were accordingly colleéted together in the moft orderly and ‘ 
regular manner poffible, We then fet to work, and hoifted out 
the cutter, on the larboard and leefide, and afterwards the other 
boats on the booms ; they were all foftunately got into the wae 
ter with very little damage ; but the fea ran immenfely high, 
and it was with great difficulty they were kept from being ftove 
to pieces along-fide, The launch beiog forced to drop on the, 
quarter, to make room for the two cutters, was ocarly drawn 
under the quarter and funk, and at laft odliged to caf adrife 
from the fhip, with only feven or eight menon board, and with 
out any proviion or water. A coil of rope was then handed 
from the quarter gallery, and paffed over to Mr, Somervilie the 
guoner, io the jolly boat, which hung over the flern. Tiais 
boaton being lowered down, was drawn ander the counter, 
and fank, As foon asthe launch had again rowed a little 
nearer to the fhip, one of the crew got hold of a rope, until 
the cutters brought them provifions, &c. and veered to a good 
diitance aftern. A {mali quantity of bifcuit, and an eighteen 
gallon cafk of water, was then let down between the main and 
mizen chaios into the {mall cutter, which was ovliged t> be 
watched carefully, on account of the great fwel! of the fea, 
The cafk of water was tke lait thing taken into the boat, which 
was then ordered to fhove off immeuiately, (he Purfer then 
gotinto the main chains, and from tneuce leaped into her g 
Mr. Wadmao and Mr, Tremiett likewile fortunately got into 
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the boat fromthe mizen chains. It was with great difficulty 
rowed clear of the thip,and fleered for the launch. 

The agitation of mind on this melancholy occafion can be 
better imagined than defcribed. Mr. Riow was at this moment 


walking the quarter-deck, and feemed happy the boat had got’ 


fafe from along fide. The fhip was drifting aftern, and gra 
dually finking in the water. Mr. Clements began to be afraid’ 
fhe would drive upon the Jaunch before we got on board her ; 
he therefore called to the crew to cut the tow-rope and row out 
of the fhip’s wake. 

Mr. Somerville, the thip’s gunner, who was looking over the 
fhip’s flere, hearing the order, prayed them to hold faft a mo- 
ment, and he would jump overboard and fwim to them; he 
direftly got intothe water, and was followed by John Spearman, 
feaman ; they were both received fafe on board the boat, 
which then cut and rowed out of the fhip’s track, At about 
three quarters paft eight o’clock, we got along fide the cutter, 
and Mr. Clements, Mr, Wadman, Mr. Tremlett, and the 
Porfer, with one or two more of the men, went on board and 
‘took two bags of bifcuit and acafk of water. A fmall keg 
containing five gallons was returned to the cutter in lieu. The 
crew were ordered to go back to the fhip for further fupplies, 
and receive as many of the people as could with fafety be taken 
on board, They accordingly put off, and rowed for the hhip, 
till within abovt twice the boat’s length of her, and then lay 
on their oars, asif afraid to go along-fide ; a little before this, 
the large eutter put off from the fhip, and foon after her the 
jolly boat, ‘The former rowed within hail in a fhort time, and 
informed us they had been obliged to put from along-fide to 
prevent the boat from being flove to pieces and funk ; that 
the confofion which fubfilled on board the fhip bad prevented 
their receiving any irefh water, and that they had only been 
able to cbtainavery finall portion of the other neceflaiies of 
Bie. ‘Thoy were defired torow as near as they could, We then 
fopplied them with a quadrant, and received a cheefe in lieu. 
Mr. Clements afterwards begged of them to make one effort 
: more for a fupply of frefh water, and to get Mr: Harvey if pofs 
fible along with them inthe boat; they were not however to be 
prevailed onto return tothe fhip, bat rowed off to fome dife 
tance, and lay by to watch our motions. The Rev. Mr. 
Crowther left the {hip in this cotter, and got an opportunity ot 
joining us inthe Jaunch while making theexchange. There 
were then left on board the cutter, Mr. Brady, Midthipman, 
Mir. Pletcher, Captain Clerk, and five feamen, The Rev, Mr. 
Crowther corroborated the melancholy account they brought us, 
and 
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end added, that he thought their efcape a moft miraculous event, 
the boat having been twice drawn under the hip till nearly 
filled with water each time, in which fituation he faid he was 
fufpended between both, with his back againft the fhip, ex- 
pecting every moment to be crofhed to atoms, or wathed away 
and overwhelmed inthe ocean. Mr. Riou, he faid, had re- 
commended to iim before leaving the thip, to get with os ia 
the launch if poffible. 

By this time the jolly boat had nearly come within hail, and 
we lay by till informed of her fituation ; the brought with her 
neither provifion, water, compafs, or quadrant ; the people oa 
board were five in auvmber, viz. three feamen and twoconvidts. 
They confirmed the difagreeable acccunts of the thip ; which 
left us no room whatever to expect any further fupply trom her ; 
hence we were reduced to the fad medium of confidering our 
fafety alone, and perhaps never did the human miné firuggle 
under greater difficalties than we experienced in being obliged 
to leave fo many benind to perith, Butit was evident that 
more people could not with propriety be received on board the 
launch, and our quantity of provifions and water, wiz, twa 
bags of bifcuit of about 100!b. each, two mutton hams ot five 
pounds each, a goufe, two fowls, about twelve pounds of bute 
ter, a cheefe, a {mall keg of rum, about tour gallons, and a 
fmell rum cafk of water, marked on the head twenty gallons. 
This was buta very inadequate ftultenance for fifteca fouls al- 
ready in the boat, who had to traverte the vait diltauce of gin 
leagues in a boilterous ocean, without any means of relicf. 

‘There being yet a {pare compafs and quadrant in tue launch, 
they were by Mr. Clements s dircttion handed into the jolly 
boat; at this ume one of the coavicts atiempted to get on 
board us, but was oppofed by all and puthed iato tae fea. 
The fellow in the firugyle caught hola of Mr. Clemeats, who 
was with fome difhcuity faved from being pulles out ct the 
boat along with nim. The people in tue jolly boat again 
picked him up, and then cook to tacir oars aad rowed ciole 
upon Our quarter, as if determinea to come alonp-tise and 
board us by torce. Jo preveat tnerefore any feufflc in which 
both boats mutt inevitably have been loit, it was immediately 
agreed to iet the foremait and make fail 5 we accordiugiy cook 
our foal departure trom tals icene of milery and uiitreds ac 
abou: nme o’clock. The thip at this time appeareu iuak 
down to ner upper deck ports; the large cutter woica was 
watching OUFr MOtIONs, IMMcdialely Mase jail atter us, Outin a 
fhort time teil auca to leewara; Mr. Ciemeuts faid, he 
, Shought they muit intend making tor Prince Ldward'’s or 
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Marien’s and Crozet’s ifland, The fmall cetter remained 
hanging on a: aciftance from the fhip. They alfo flepped 
their mafte in the jolly boat and made fail ater os, bat cifap- 
peering almoft at the fame moment, we think the boat filled 
anc went down. ‘ 

At ten o’clock we had a hard {quall of wind, with a heavy 
fall of rain ; at half paft eleven o’clock loft fight of the thip 
and {ma'l cutter, At noon obferved in the fatitude 0! 44. 07. 
fou: ; the boat was kept ~s mach to the northward, as the fea 
wovld allow. ‘The wind at this time, about N. W.or N. W. 
E. W. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





THE LOOK ER-ON, 
NUMBER XXIxX, 


** God overrules all mortal things, 
** Aod manages our mean affvirs, 
** On humble fouls the King of Kings 
** Bellows his counfels and his cares.”? 
Watts, 


T has been obje&ed to, by unbelievers, again the provi- 
dence of God, that the diftriburion of good and evil in this 

world is very unequal. It is very bad with many good men, 

whilit it fares well with a great many notorious finvers. The 

righteous are often punifhed 5 their circumftances are verv low, 

their condition is very fad 3 whiltt vile and wicked perfons are 

on every fice exalted. Now the doubt is, how can this be con- 
fiftent with the notion of an overruling providence ? How can 

wil thicgs be under the government of a righteous God, and 
yet te managed in fo diforcerly a manner ? This odjettion has 

flaggered not a few, not the heathen only, but fome that have 

been educated in amore noble fchool. To this ‘therefore 
Ireply, aft. That the prefenc liveis but aftate of probation ; the 
itate of retribution is yet to come. Had there not been a ftate 
of retribution to ccme, then we might indeed, with fome 
degree of jufice, bave queltioned the truth of God’s provie 
dence. But this being only a ftate of probation or triai, it is 
not be woncered at if tie diftributions of providence are fo une 
equal. Now God does fometimes exercife nis patience and 
goodnefs towers the wicked, to try it his goodneis will lead 
them to repentance, and to leave them the nore inexcufable if 
is doth act. And fometimes God doth exerciie his feverities 
cver 
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over the godly to try them alfo, totry their faith and patience, 
and to make their graces the more illu'trious. But the fate of 
retribution is yet behind. There is a time coming when every 
one muit receive accordicg to his deeds. Let this be well and 
often remembered. Whenever you are made to queftion the 
providence of. God, becauic of great adverfity, or the profperity 
of a bad nian, rememoer that there 1s a ttate of retribution to 
come, There is a time coming when God hall diftribute ree 
wards to the righteous and penilhments to the wicked. What 
reafon have we then to wonder that things are fo promifcuoully 
diftributed in tnis life? The higher the providence of God 
raifeth a bad man in this world, the greater and more terrible 
will his fall be in the next, And on tne other fide, thoug» the 
condition of good men be low for the prefent, yet there isa 
time cuming when the poorelt Lazarus fhali be lodged ia the 
bofom of a rich Abraham, They may grieve for awhile, but 
they thal! rejoice for ever. There is a celeftial crown chat is 
their reverfion, though for the prefent, whilit they are in their 
Bonege, their condition be bat mean and obicare. This then 
being the cafe, we may well allow faco difpeniations as we fee 
to the providence of God for the prefeat, There can be no 
unrighteoafnefs in the prefent diltributions of good and evil, 
feeing this is but a time of trial, and that the fate of retri- 

‘bution is yet to come, 
2dly God has by fome extraordinary favours beftowed upon 
his people, and by the like judgments icflicted on the wicked, 
given fulticient evidence, that ne doth not neglect the geverne 
ment of the world, Of this fort we have aqinitaoce in the Patrie 
archs, Abraham, lfaac, and Jacob, in whofe behalt providence has 
mate avery vilible appearance. It wondertuily proipered tne 
affairs of this world to them, and protected them trom very im- 
minent and maniiold dangers. It fuffered no one to do them 
harm, but rebuked even Kings for their fakes. 1: gave unto 
them a numerous pofterity, upon which it accumulated very difs 
tingaifhing favours, It fent them a very remarkabie delivere 
ance out of Egypt, miracaloufly maintained them in the wilcer~ 
neis, and brought them inio a rich and plentiful country. So 
shat, even by the confefliun of their enemies, the hand of prow 
vidence was on their fide, Was there nota vifible providence 
when the fea divided, and the fluid body ftood as it were in 
contiftent heaps to afford them a paflage ? And was not provie 
dence as vilible, when it rained bread from heaven, aod made 
rivers of water guth out from a flinty rock ? And agaia when it 
made the flrong for:afications of Jericho fall at the tound, not of 
thundering .arallery, but of contemptible rams’ horus? When 
u 
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it caft down great flones from heaven upon the armies of the 
five Kings, and mace the fun to ftand ftiil on Gibeon, and the 
moon in the valley of Ajo!an, whilft the people avenged theme 
felves of their enemies ? And what fhall I fay of David, whom 
providence advanced from a fheep-fold to a King ? Or of the 
three children. whom it preferved in the midf of burning 
flames ? Or of Daniel, whom it defended from the jaws of 
hungry lions? Thefe and many other examples might be in- 
fifted on, to demonftrate that God does not negleé the affairs of 
the world. Oa the other fide we may alfo take notice of his 
remarkable judgments upon notorious offenders. And to begin 
with the old world ; how remarkable was the hand of provicence 
in the fweeping deluge, wherein all but the family of Noah 
(who was a righteous perfon) perifhed ? And how vifible was 
the judgment of Sodom, in that it was confumed to afhes by fire 
from heaven, whilft it miracuoufly faved the family of righteous 
Lot? 

To omit Pharaoh, Saul, and others of more ancient times, if 
we look to the primitive perfecators of the Chriftian religion, 
what a remarkable vengeance brought them to their end? Herod, 
in the midft of his glory, was {mitten by an angel, and died a molt 
miferable death, and (as Jofephus notes) within the fpace of 
one hundied years all his pofterity was rooted out. So likewite 
Nero, that monfier of cruelty, came io an ignomivious end. 
And, as Lanétantius tells us, there is not fo much as a remem- 
brance left of the burial-place of that brutal prince. Domitian, 
as foon as he was fet on by the inftigation of the devil to perfe- 
cute the holy feed, was delivered up to the hands of his enemies. 
Nor was his being {tabbed thought punifhment enough for his 
crimes, but care was taken that no memory of him ihould be 
left to pollerity. ‘Though there were many monuments of his 
empire, yet the Senate exprefied fuch a deteftation of him, that 
they ordered there fhould remain no ftatue for him, nor fo much 
as the traces of any inicriptions mentioning his name. Re- 
markable alio was the end ot Valerian, another great perfecutor, 
who being taken prifoner by the Perfians, and there pining 
away in mifery, his fkin was flead fiom his body, and, together 
with his entrails, hung up io one of the temples of the Perfian 
gods. Befides thele many other fach initances may bz found in 
Giffesent authors, But what has been already iaid is enough to 
convince us that tho’ unequal the diftributions of good ana evil 
may feem for the prefeat, Gos hath not left himfeit without 
witnels, but in all ages has given jome remembrance thet he 
holds the reins of nature, and manages our affairs according 
to his pieaiyre, 1 thall purlue this iubdject in my next paper. 
Account 
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Account of an important Decifion in the Houle of Peers, : 
on Monday, April 19,1790, re/pecting a Seotch Appeal 
relative to the Right of Scotch Freehalders. 


N this cafe Sir William Forbes, Bart. and others, freee 
holders of the county of Aberdeen, were appellants, and 

Sir John Maepherfon, Bart. refpondent. By the cafe it appeared, 
that his Grace the Duke of Gordon, on the 25th of Sept. 
1786, attempted to add twenty-five to the roll of the free- 
holders for the county ot Aberdeen, by parcelling the fuperiority 
of lands contained in one charter, That the whole of thefe 
pretended qualifications were made out by the order, an at the 
expence of the noble Doke, without any other commanication 
with the grantees, except afking fome of them if they would 
accept of a qualification upon his Grace’seftate. One of thefe 
grog was made out in favour of Sir John Macpherfon, 

art. then refiding at Bengal. At the meeting of the free- 
holders at Michaelmas 1788, it was produced, and a claim fet 
upto admit him upon the roll in confequence thereof. Some 
of the freeholders objef&ed to it at the time, as nominal and 
fictitious, and framed mercly to give him a vote, in defraud of 
the flatute of the feventh of George If. ‘Fhis obje€tion was 
anfwered by the Duke of Gordon’s Agent, as without any 
foundation, and that Sir John had abfolutely paid the value for 
it; upon which his name was admi:ted upon the roll by a 
majority of the freeholders thea prefent, The appellants thea 
applied to the Court of Seiflions, that the refpondent fhould con. 
fels or denv certain queftions propofed. He put in his anfwer 
that the Court had no authority toexamine him upon thofe in- 
terrogatories, and in which, by their interlocutors, they ac- 
quiefced, and difmiffed the complaint. From this decifion the 
appeal was made, The Counfel having finifhed their plead 
ings on both fides, 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and went into the 
cafe at large, following the Counfel .through their various ar- 
guments, at leaft fach as he thought by any means analogous to 
the cafe in point ;—referring to the caufe ittelf, he ovierved, 
that it would be highly ridiculous to fappofe that the law of 
Scotland, when it limited the fum that was neceffury to forma 
qualification, intended any man fhould have as many votes a3 
he had numbers of times the value of that fam ; it certainly 
meant that one man fhould have one vote, be his circumitances 
large as they might ; confequeatly he could oct fairly have any 
influence in elections by parcelling out his eftate, while he heid 
the policflion of the whole im his own perfon, and was in receipt 
et 
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of the profits, Much ftrefs had been laid upon the ads of 
parliament, which flated, that aftera man was four months 
upon the roll he fhauld be confidered asa freeholder, natwithe 
ftanding he might not have taken the oath, and that he thould 





not afterwards be queftiened upon it ; now. fuppofing the ¢lain- 


to be fet op during the abfence of the party, and that he did 
not appear for more than four months, why then, according to 
their account, his title could never be queftioned atall. In the 
prefent inftance it had been contended, that Sir John Macpher- 
fon was upon the roll, and therefore his right to be there could 
mot beenguired intc ; but, in his opinion, fuch was a very 
erroneous conftruction of the ftatate, and Sir John muff be cone 
fidered, until be had taken what was called the traft and pof- 
feffion oath, as though he was not enrolled atall; and which 
oath, from the general charter of that Hon. Baronet, he had 
no more opinion that he would t.ke it han that he fhould take 
ithimfeit. Nothing could poffibly be far-her from his intense 
tion, than to infringe upon or alter the Scotch Jaw, but how 
the Court of Seffions could poflibly conceive they had no aus 
thority to put the queftions to the refpondent, he was at a lofs 
to cor jeQure, for they were not to be put upon oath; and 
ther: fore the plea fet up, that his anfwers might tend to convict 
him of perjury, was abfurd in the extreme. His Lardfhip then 
went into a full explanation of the ftatutes apon the fubject, 
from the one in 1681, to the fixteenth of George the Second, 
and after expatiating on them in a moll able and elegant man- 
ner, concluced by obferving, that he thought it his daty te 
move their Lordthips, ** That the interlocetor of the Court 
of Seffions be reverfed, and that they have the power, aad oughe 
to pot the queitions propofed by tle appellants.” 

Lord Kinnaird fele the tubje& of fo much importance, that, 
although he knew the great fuperiority of the learned Lord’s 
talents, he could not forbear enceavousing to peifuace their 

réfhips to differ from him vpon this gueliion ; as he was 
_ the reverial of the decree would create more animofity, 
more confufion, and more litigation, than it was almott poffidle 
to conceive ; fur it went in fact tooverturn what was confidered 
the real law of Scotland. Many decilions in that Houfe war 
ranted them in this conclufion; and therefore, he trufted, they 
would not, by agreeing with the noble Lord, make them now 
fuppale their law was uncertain and anfettled, ‘Tofapport this 
art of bis argument, his Lordthip went through the cafes 
which he alluded to. It was not, he obferved, for the Houle 
to fay whether the policy of the Jaws relating to this queftion 
were good or bad they were to abice by them, and decide 

accordingly. 
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accordingly. Thofe laws clearly and explicitly, as he:under= 
ftood them, decided in favour of the opinion of the Court of 
Sefions—if a man was admitted upon the roll, and afterwards 
took. the oath, it was impoffible to enquire into his right, or to 
objeé&t to his vote. He did not mean to fey a word in defence 
of the practice—it might want a remedy ; but then that remedy 
moft proceed from an a& of the legiflature, and not from a 
jodicial court. Takiog the conclufion that would inevitably 
follow their agreeing with the learned Lord’s mation into con- 
fideration, the decifions that had before taken place, and the 
fair conftru€tion of the law wpon the fubject, he hoped the 
Houfe would affirm the decree of the Court of Seffion. ; 

Lord Loughborough replied to the aoble Lord, and went 
through the whole of the cafes which be had alluded to, pointed 
out the difference between them and the one in queftion, and 
why the reverfal of the prefent decree could not interfere with 
them, or be conftrued into adeviation from the principles ever 
confidered as contained in the ftatutes refpecting the qualifi- 
cation neceflary to entitle a mao to vote for Members ot Pare 
liament in Scotland. He perfeétly agreed with the Lord 
Chancellor upon the principles he had laid down, aad compli- 
mented him highly upon the able manner he had argued, and 
the attention he had paid the fubject, He treated the fears of 
the other nob'e Lord as never likely to take place, and the 
mifchiefs alluded to as merely chimerical ; and after dwelling, 
with much force and ingenuity, upon the abfurdity of fuffering 

©& man toremain upon the roll becaufe his name had been put on 

during his abfence, and confequently he could noft’at the time 
be queftioned, and that if he was hardy enough to take the 
oath even in the face of a back bond, he fhould remain in free 
and full poffeffion of the franchifes of a freeholder, he cone 
cluded by giving his hearty approbation to the masion made by 
the noble and learned Lord, 

The queltion was then put upon the Lord Chiincellor’s mo 
tion, and the deeree ordered to be reverfed. 


en Bs *t 





The Utility of encouraging the Breed of Swallows, Swifts, 
and Martins. 


HE {wallow is the friend of man, delights to be his gueft, 

and does not wait for an invitation. I'he advantages 

that accrue to man, from the docility with which the domeiti- 

cated animals accommodate themfelves te his ufes, are obvioas. 
Vou. XV. 383. 3R Bot 
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Bot there are others, who attend on him of their own accord, 
whofe beneficial exertions are little known or obferved. Among 
thefe TV thall at prefent notice only the family of fwallows; of 
the four kinds of which bird found in our ifland, three attach 
themfelves to his dwellicg, as if peculiarly folicitous for his 
welfare. 

For an accurate account of all that is hitherto known come 
cerning the fwallow tribe, fee Mr. White’s entertaining and 
inftro€tive Hiftory of Selborne. 

The conneétion feems reciprocal, that where men do not ine 
habit, few fwallows can find proper conveniences for their fame 
mer refidences ; and, as their food confifts wholly of infééts, the 
moft diligent enquirer hath not been able to diftover that they 
injure, in the fighteft degree, the productions of the field or 
garden ; a circamflance nearly fingular to thefe birds. 

By the myriads of infeéts which every fingle brood of fwal- 
lows deftroys, in the coorfe of the fummer, they defend us in a 
great meafure from the perfonal and domeftic annoyance of 

ies and gnats; and, what is of infinitely more confequence, 
they keep down the number of our minute enemies, who, either 
in the grob’ur winged flate, would otherwife render the labours 
of the bufbandman fruitlefs. Since then fwallows are’ guardians 
of our corn, they fhould every where be protected by the fame 

popblar veneration which in Egypt defends the ibis, and the 
itork in’ Holland. We more freqoently hear of unproductive 
harveits on the Continent than in this country ; and it is well 
known that {wallows are caught and fold as food in the markets 
of Spain, France, and Italy. When this practice has been 
very genersl and foccefsfal, | have little doubr that it hath at 
times contributed to the fcarcity of corns 

In England* we are not driven to fuch refources to farnihh oar 
tables. But what, apology can be made for thofe, (and many 
there are, whofe education and rank fhould have cavght them 
more innocent amufements) who wantonly murder iwallows, 
under the idle pretecee of improving their fkill in thooting 
game ? jetting afide the cruelty of flarving whole nefts of young 
by killing the dam, they who follow this barbarous diverfion 
fhould refieQ that, by every {wallow they kill, they affidt blafts, 
mildews, and vermin, in caviing a icarcity of bread.— Every 
Jord of a manor fhould reflrain his game-keeper from this 
execrable. praciice ; nor fhould hie permit any perion to {port on 
his lane¢, who Goes not refiain from it. For my part, 1 am not 
afhimed to own that I have tempted mastins to build around 
my houfe by fixing efcallop-fhelis in places convenieni for sheir 
pendant bilis and*prcecréant cradles, and have been pleafed to 
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obferve with what caution the little archite® raifed: a battref, 
under each fhell befo-e he ventured to form his neft om it. | 

To this remark of our ingenious and benevolent author the 
following may be added—** I refijed fome timé im the houfe of 
a friend, where a martin (a kind of {waliow) built its neft, at 
the entrance into an old-fathioned portico, flagged with fmooth 
ftones, The bitds were anfledzed, and one of them fell out of 
the néft, I know not how, upon the floor, and was dafhed to 
pieces ; the next morning we were all greatly farprifed to fee 
the neft neatly and clofely palifaded about by feathers ftuck 
deep into a‘mound of new mud raifed about it. Ir is evident, 
that foch a work performed by man, would immediately, and 
juftly, be interpreted an effect of reafon ; and what lower power 
it can poffibly be afcribed to in inferior animals, Lown, Tam 
utterly at a lofs to explain.” —Revelation examined with C.in- 
doar, vol. iii. p. 110 

I recolleét bat a fingle complaint againt-the fwallow, and 
that is made by Anacreon (Od. 12.) who bitterly reproaches 
this bird, for difturbing him by its twittering while he was 
dozing away the intoxication of the preceding might. Yet had 
the poet been temperate, like Milton he would with pieafure 
have arifen from his bed at the charm of earlieft bird, 

With what joy the Grecians welcomed the return of the {wale 
low appears by a very antient carol prefervea by Athenzxus ; 
which, according to a tranflation attempted in the puerile {tile 
of the original, begins thus ; 


The fwallow! the fwallow! the does with her bring 
Soft feafons, and all the delights of the (pring: 

The fwallow! the fwallow ! we're fure weare right, 
For her back is all black, and her belly all white, &c. 





A SPECIMEN OF ORTHOGRAPHY. 


AREY “———1 Sent you a vew Layns That I hard 

trom your ounkel [ hope that you be in good Health as 

I am now Youar Oankel Aand hand hant the be all Verrey 
Well your Ounkel and hants Aaad Cusens are ail vearey Weil 
Aand [ do defire For you to no of your For | do detire to no 
what Time you hool Be at —- For me and your Oankel 
Hool met you thar I doo defire for too fend Back ha Nancer fo 
Soon as you Can to Send Back ha Nancerto your Ounxel 
T——— ——- | am Sorey that I nant Hant Ha Haru From 
you Be foar How two Sent Too you Hi did aot no how to 
3R2 peform 
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peform my promife bi kood not Com So my dear hi hope to fee 
yoo The Satterde Be foar Whitfundey than By the Bleffing of 
god hi Hope to {ce you Sono moar From Gams —————— at 
prefant to Send Back Ha Nancer By Mrs = 








Aen: by Fuventus, of Lifkeard, to Phecion’s Enigma, inferted 
3 OGober 5 


HEN Jove in anger fhakes a guilty land, 
And grafps the dreadful thunder in his hand, 

From eaft to weft the rattling terrors roll, 

Shake the vaft ear bh, and rend the folid pole ; 

Nor lefs at fea the dread commotions rifle 

The foami:g billows lath the nether ikies ; 

The how'ing wines with repercuflive roar 

Lath the black ccean and the rocky fhore ; 

With furious , ufts affaule the ve flel’s fides, 

Which, burl’d with fury, bounds acrofs the tides ; 

Now in a gulphe=and next, with fury driv’n, 

Strikes with her tow’ring mafts the lower heav’n 3 

Bat fee ! the t mpeit’s huth’d ; the fav’ring gales 

Fill with their welcome breath her flowing fails ; 

Lightly the tkims acrols the ruffled tides, 

And in the NEEDLE and the telm confides ; 

*Till fogs difpers’d, and all the ocean clear, 

The port defired and the town appear, 

Where, pafs’d the dangers of the ftormy fea, 

‘Lhey drown in Mowing bowls the dangers of the day. 





Anfuer, by Varro, of Lifkeard, to Fuventus’s Enigma, inferted 
r, February 1. 


N EPHEMERON in the morn doth rife, 
Bat in’ the ev’ning it forely cies. 





4 QUESTION, by Scialus, of Briftol, 


HERE are two numbers whofe fum is = 41, and if 
* 24395374-1568 be added to the fum of their biquad- 
ates, it willbe = co the biquadrate of this fum. Re- 
quired the numbers, 


4 CHA- 
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A CHARADE, by 7. Wheeler, of St. Auftell. 


t O fearch round the woodland, the foreft, or grove, 
There my firft, Sirs, you'll quickly efpy ; 

From thence to the mine’s dark recefles you'll hafte, 

7 Where my nextin confufion doth lie. 


=” oe 


Now, Sirs, in my whole the place you'll explore 
W here the failor oft wifhes to be, 

When the tempeft raves high, and the thunders loud roar, 
And Neptune his fory difplays. 





4 CHARADE, fy Fuventus, of Lifeeard. 


IEW yonder plain, for there is feen my firf, 
Where gafping warriors bite the bloody daft ; 
Where dying groans, triamphaat fhouts arife, 
And brazen trampets rend the concave ties ; 
Where raging chiefs, with plumes bedropp’d with gore, 
Wave hign their fiery {words, and brave the cannon’s roar, 


What’s that, when Sol withdraws his chearing light, 
Gives his faint femblance to the gloomy night ; 
Cement the whole, and quickly you'll expiain, 

A town which ftands in Albion’s fam’d domain, 
Which fruitful vallies, perling sills adorn, 

And fweet tan’d fongfers hail the rofy morn, 








4 REBUS, by Fidelio,of Bath. 


TTEND, ingenious bards, and ftrive toname 
A Britith bard who gain’d immortal fame ; 
The marth of Argos next prefeat to view, 
h Where Hercules che monftrous hydra flew ; 
The maker of che woo.'en horfe make known, 
By which illuttrious Troy was overthrown 3 
A Latio prince ** shan whom the Trojan bof, 
** No fairer face or (weezer air could boalt ;” 
A mountaig laft io Theffaly define ; 
One facred to Apollo’s canctul nine : 
‘ Point out the initials, join them right, 
And you will farely briag co light, 
What often calms the troubled breaft, 
And yields reief to thoie opprefs’d, 





























ODE to MAY, 
By W. Hanmarorp, Schoolmafter, of Totnes, 


AIL to my natal month! all-cheering May; 
chose thou fimil’dft not on my birth; 
But veil’d with clouds th’ inaufpicious day, 
And pour’d misfortune with my earlieft breath. 
But, ah! no more at Providence repine, 
oy guilt alone can wake the mind to grief) 
The hand that chaftens brings relief: 
When Heaven afflicts, ’tis wifdom to refign. 
Where the pure ftream, begirt with many a flower, 
Thy ftream, O Dart! that winding works its way ; 
Where oft I’ve pafs’d the youthful hour, 
Unknown to care, unaw’d by power : 
There will I hafte, to greet thee, lovely May ! 
There will I hail thee, faireft of the year, 
And joy thy genial funs and genial fhowers to fhare. 
Ah! Goddefs of the funny day, 
To thee what blifs belongs ! 
For thee each fongfter chants his lay; 
Allemulou:, from pray to fpray, 
Pour forth thy praife in fongs. 
Thy breath the. fragrant gale fupplies, 
Bids flow’r on flow’r fpontaneous rife, 
And beautify the ground ; 
Awakes tojoy each fond defire, 
And love and harmony infpire 
The glad creation round ! 
Delightful theme !—and lo! to yonder plain 
The joyous {wains and blithfome Jaffes {troll ; 
With cheerful look advance the happy train ; 
Alliprightly, tripping round the flow’ry pole, 
Beauty triumphant reigns ! 
And zephyrs pleafing odours pour ; 
Diffufing {weetnets o’er the plains, 
And life, and health, on Albion’s fertile thore. 
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A SONG far the’ FIRST of MAY. 


O greet the kjnd return, of morn 


. The village fwains attend 5 
While glow worm lamps the paths adorn, 
And gay profofion blend : 
But foon the pallid fame withdraws 
Before the morning ray ; , 
And ew’ry breaft with tranfport glows 
At the approach of May. 


Hail new-born May ! the fhepherds fing, 
On primrofe banks reclin’d. ; 
Where gay dreft mai ‘s the choice of fprin 
In wreathy chaplets bind. 
The wedded birds with. feftive fong 
Their livelieft notes display ; 
Still foft’ning as the vales prolong, 
And fweetly greet the Mays 


But lo! in blithe aflemblage join’d 
The guilelefs train advance ; 

With rural eafe, and love refin’d, 
Young fhepherds lead the dance,. 

1’1] hatten while yoo Jarks afcend, 
So elegantly gay ! ae, 

To bid my fav’rite maid attend, 
Thea welcome love and May. 


& 


Totnes, Devon. W. .HANNAFORD. 





CRODUS and LUCINDA: - Or thes MORNING WALK. 


CL Om ¥ te 


Guide my hand my mofe to touch the lyre, 
While trembling [ attempt fome artlefs lays ; 


I dare not try to light Pindarick fire, 
Nor hope to merit the ftern critick’s praife.. 


Hail meek-ey’d maiden, foul-enliv’ning May ! 


Thy chearing influence courts to tafte thy {weets ; 


While teather’d fongiters hail the infant day, 
And {parkling cairy-maid Aurora greets. 


Where doth thy fancy lead, Lucinda, fay ? 
To gain the fummit of the neighb’ring hill ? 
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Or elfe befide tranflucent Tone to ftray, 


Whofe fruitful fides a thoufand bartons fill ? 


Lucti-w DA 
If o’er barren hills I wander, 
Or the daified lowlands roam, 
Or with filver Tone meander, 
Sure with Crodus I’m at home, 
Cropnwvs, 
See, with face oe’rfpread with bluthes, 
Sol remounts the eaftern hills ; 
While the mellow-noted thruthes 
With their fongs the valley fill. 


All around what namelefs beauties 
In the op’ning buds appear, 
Of Giles’s* matchlefs prove, where fruit is 
Us’d the focial heart to chear. 
Lucitnbda 
Oft on Celaprus I have ftood, 
Pleas’d to fee the lambkins play, 
As refolv’d to feek the wood, 
From their mother’s fide they’d flray. 
Soon with piteous blare the dams 
Their little wanderers reclaim ; 
Back they’d run with wanton glee— 
Crodus, then I with’d for thee, 
Cronus. 
See the hawthorn’s fpangled breaft 
Almoft with Lucinda’s vies ; 
Now the fkylark quits her neft 
Caroling to azure ties. 


Hear the plough-boy’s notes, tho’ fimple, 
Sweetly charm his lab’ring fteers ; 

There the hind with handful lib’ral 
Sows, nor blight, nor tailure fears. 


Soft reclin'd on bed of clover 

How the {weet oreath’d heifer lies ; 
Penfive laft night's cud chews over, 

Then gn bended knuckles rife. 
Ere the crops the heros aod buthes 

Prompt towards heaven her lids to raife ; 
Shame tupply the face with bluthes 

That forgets its maker’s praiie } 


Wellington, May 4, 1790. 
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G. HEADFORD. 


$ A fine river near Wellington.—*A fine eftate near Wellington. 
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